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was so stunned an' stupifierl w:d fear that I lost all recollec- 
tion, an' whin I woke there was no mare, nor sign ov one 
present, an' the sun wasshinin' like gootd upon the glin, 
an' me oirlddog here lickin' my face; bud the wondher- 
fuileat thing of all was that me ould woiiian here, never 
beerd the noise, an' tlibught I had stopped at the fair all 
the night." 

When Mullen had concluded his stofy, he looked com- 
placently round, as niucb as to say, " had an'y o' yfiz an 
adventure to bate ont that:" and took the various shrugs 
of wonder with the air of a man who feels certain that he 
has deserved applause. His pipe was also a second 
time veplenishod, and he puffed away with much self-sa- 
tisfaction, amid the wondering and fearful looks of the 
si'iperstitious persons who surrounded htm. 

"Wcli, Peggy, my darlin'," said iiis sou Larry to the 
pretty girlat his side, '' in all your born days didyouevir 
hour the aqu'il ov that ?" 

" Never, indeedj[Larry," was the answer; "btid maybe It's 
ntit till Ihriie." 

" Not ihriid" reiterated his father, getting angry at hav- 
h)g his veracity foraii instant doubted; " it's as thrue as 
yer sittin' beside ache other this blessed minute ; fur didn't 
I go in the mornin' to the .spot where I furst seen thim, 
an' climb up to the place where the tnare jumped whin I 
civilly axed him to> lave the way, an wasn't the grass all 
scorched an' withered up, let alone bein' thrampled ; an' 
can't I show ye2S it any time at all, as id never grew 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOUIINA.L, m 

SUMMER AND WINTER. 
Those who are observers of the Reasons say, that the 




last three days. of the moon between April awd May are 
infallible presages what summer will be: to know how 
the winter will turn out, observe the twenty-fourth day 
of November, and according to it the winter will prove'; 
also observe whether the pigs grub the earth with their 
heads turned to the nprtli, which foretell* a hard and long 
winter. 



The following remarkabK occurrence toolc. placW somS 
years since at Ballyvaston, ou the sea shore, county of 
Down: a strong wind setting in on the land raised th6 
sandy soil aboiit ten feet from the bottom, and thereby 
overvvhelftied and nearly destroyed a rabbit-warren ; by 
which storm the vestiges of several cottages were dis- 
covered, and the hearth-stones and wooden chimney- 
frames surrounding them appealed. From these traces it 
is lijanifest that this place vpas formerly inhabited. 



, The venerable Bede, born at Jarrow, in the county of 
DiirhailJ, in youth served his king and country as: a sol- 
dier ; but after, he entered into orders, and applied him- 
self so effectually to study, that he is justly esteemed the 
greatest scholar of that and many other ages, 



dotin', that's all.'' 

It there were any persons in the group that had an in- 
stant's doubt, this posilive proof soon banished it, and the 
aged hero of the tale was viewed with double respect and 
awe. 

By and by various harmless tricks were played off at 
each other's expense ; all the innocent spells too were put 
into requisition, and the kale stalks were puIloJ, and much 
laughter caused by those who were so unfortunate as to 
get a crooked one. 

When .the plates containing salt and' sand, and pure [ 
Welter, and one a ring, were brought out, much bustle aud 
mystery took place.' The maidens tried to find the ring, 
but did not succeed; and the youths tried sedulously to 
avoid the sand or eartli, as if their lives really depended 
on it. When it came to Peggy's turn, her hand, as if by 
some spell, went straight into the plate that contained the 
ring; and on Larry also advancing, his did the same. — 
This was instantly pro])hesied into their being united be- 
fore the year would be out, and di.splayed considerable 
foresight, and prophetic powers on the pirt of th6 sooth- 
sayers, as the day had been already appointed, and vvas 
noi, more than three weeks off 

None of those charms which are vn'ought in tha-name 
of the Devil were attempted, for though /fej/ are often 
.spoken of as being efiectetl, I think tlfey are seldom tried, : 
as the majority of the Irish peasantry have an awe of those 
conjurations, which nothing can remove. It was morning 
ere we, panted, and the genuine " good wishes" which fol- 
lowed roe on my retirement, came more gratefully to my 
heart than all the courtly phrases that politeness has :in- 
vented to take place ;. of sincerity ; The pleasure was 
considerably enhanced from having thus had an op- 
portunity of witnessing the manner in whieh an even- 
ing, pregnant with so much pf merriuient and sport in 
the " Land of Cakes," is spent by the Irish peasant. 

Denis O'Dokoho; 



Itii 1784 ail ancient tobacco-pipe, was found sticking 
between the teeth of a human skull, at Brannockstown, 
county of Kildare; and on digging in an elevated field, 
near the banks of the river LifJ'ey, thti labourers found an 
entrenchment filled with huirian bones; under the bones 
lay a number of stone coffins, formed of flag stones, with- 
out cement ; in each coffin was a skeleton. A battle 

ivas fought liere betweeii tiifi Irisli andDanes^M tte tesith 
«eutury. 



LOVE. 

(From Cialire's Life and Poems, just piillhJted.) 

Love, I have seen a tiger on bis prey. 
Savage and fond; its capture his intent: 

Love, I have seen a sportive lamb at play. 
As mild as pure, as soft as innocent : 

Love, I have seen a child, who only meant 
A short amu.sement, trifling for an horn'; 

And now a fox, on secret misehicf bent, 
And now an owlet, gloati'ng from his bower ; 
And vf atchfCil in bis guilf, &tS ghtfttt^ it Ms piiwer. 

He eomes in every way that meti ca'n co*e, 
And now is garrulous, and now is dftrnVb ; 
In some takes instant root, and gro*\Vs &pzice, 
In soifnfe hrs progress you tan ba've'ly trace. 

At f\M a siOipU Ming and ntr more : 

He sits considering, ' Do I love, or isat ?' 

■ He seeitts a pleasing abjett to explore. 

As men appear to view a pleasing spot ; 

fhm forms a wish thit Heaven w6uld fix his lot, 

Ift that same place, and then begins regret, 
That't'is not so— but may the prae be got? 

Then comes tho auxi:ous strife that prize to get. 

And then 'tis all h6 wants, and he must have it yet. 
So' then he kneels, and weeps, Eiud begs, add sighS; 
Hangs on tho looks, and trertiblts in the feycs ; 
Is all with hope and tenderness possess'd, 
Enlii-ely wretched till supremely bless' d. 



THE LAND OP MY BIRTH- 

Ah ! tell me not of a cloudless sky. 

Of a perfume breathing air ; 
Our own sweet fields are of emerdd dy*. 

And, oh, raj heart is there ! 

I love otor own' soft rose's gfo'w,' 
And our graceful shafrti'Ock j green; 

More than the myrtle's shilling snow. 
Or Dahlia's dazzling sheeii. 

T^'hough famed Italia's shores toay be 

The land of song and mirth ;■ 
One spot is dearer far to me — . 



The island' of my birtlx 1 



M.E€?; 



